
Oxford Community Schools: Language Policy 

Language Philosophy 

Learning is a language-intensive activity.  Throughout their lives, students are immersed in 
language, using it as a tool both for inquiry and for communication.  Oxford Community Schools 
believe that all teachers are language instructors and all students are language learners.  
Accordingly, stakeholders in Oxford Schools 

• Support the development of student language learning  
• Facilitate proficiency in English and the pursuit of competency in language other 

than the mother tongue 
• Create a community that demonstrates an openness to multi-culturalism and 

global awareness  

The achievement of these goals will ensure the refinement of language skills and knowledge and 
support student membership in the global community.  

Language Profile 

In Oxford, there are students from a variety of cultures that represent over twenty different 
language groups.  District-wide, there are currently over two hundred students identified as having 
a home language other than English and eighty-three students that are recognized as having 
Limited English Proficiency (LEP).  In the MYP program, English as a Second Language (ESL) 
support is provided to thirty-three students.  Currently there are students at the secondary level 
that speak Spanish, Chinese, Hmong, Russian, Finnish, German, Haitian Creole, and Tagalong.  

Mother Tongue Support 

Each parent that enrolls a student in Oxford Community Schools is required to complete a Home 
Language Survey and indicate a.) whether or not their child’s primary language is one other than 
English and b.) whether or not the dominant language in their child’s home is one other than 
English.  If either response is affirmative, the English as a Second Language (ESL) staff quickly 
(within ten days) tests that new student with a state assessment known as the English Language 
Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) Screener.  This brief screener provides an idea of the student’s 
English language abilities in four categories: reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  Based on 
these scores—and conversations with building staff and parents of the student—the ESL staff 
determines whether the student has Limited English Proficiency (LEP) and if/how often they 
should receive ESL support services.   

If the student is found to need English assistance and entered into the ESL program, a 
paraprofessional provides them with academic and language support on a weekly basis (either 
once or twice per week).  These individual or small-group lessons center on making the content 
area curriculum accessible and improving the ESL student’s weakest areas of language abilities.  
The paraprofessional regularly confers with the student’s home teacher and other staff to guide 
lesson planning and adjusts lesson content based on this frequent feedback.  All LEP students are 
tested with the extended version of the ELPA each spring until the student “tests out,” performing 
at a level of “Advanced Proficient” on the state-wide assessment.  Even following exit from the ESL 
program, all formerly LEP students are monitored as they continue their education in the district. 

Oxford Community Schools believe that the students’ diverse language backgrounds enrich the 
school community and should be celebrated.  ESL students are absolutely encouraged to maintain 



their home languages while simultaneously honing their English skills at school.  The ESL program 
communicates with building teachers and administrators early each year to make them aware of 
the wealth of home languages present in their classrooms, reminding them to acknowledge these 
students unique backgrounds and to take every opportunity to facilitate the exchange of culture 
between the ESL students and their classmates.  Language is so integral in developing our sense of 
self and we want students to know that the culture of their family is valued in our school, as well.  
Parents are invited to a district-wide ESL Family Night at the beginning of each school year, 
providing translators for as many languages as possible.  Every effort is made to make ESL parents 
feel welcome and respected in their home languages (through written correspondence, website 
content, etc.) as often as possible. 

Language A 

The language of instruction in Oxford School District is English (Language A).  

The district scope and sequence has been created to support both the National Common Core 
Standards and the MYP Language A Aims and objectives found in the Language A Subject Guide. 

Language B- Second Language Acquisition 

The study of languages provides a direction by which one gains understanding of other cultures and 
that being able to speak a language indicates deep respect for that culture. Thus, Oxford Community 
Schools has created the Fifth Core, an eleven year World Language Program that is required for 
every kindergartner through tenth grader in either Spanish or Mandarin Chinese.  In terms of 
instruction, our program follows the curricula outlined for the Middle Years Program as well as the 
Diploma Program.  Our Language B students receive preparation for their MYP assessments in 
grades 6 through 9.  In grade 10, students working toward a certificate must pass MYP proficiencies 
toward the completion of their MYP certificate. In their junior year, students who will have six years 
of instruction in Spanish or Mandarin may opt to take the Standard Level exam in Language B as an 
anticipated Diploma Candidate.  In senior year, students will either be in their sixth year of 
instruction, taking the Standard Level exam, or in their seventh year, taking either the Higher Level 
or Standard Level exam, depending on the needs they have to fulfill the IB requirements. 

The aim of the Language B course is for students to obtain the skills to communicate effectively in a 
second language in a variety of situations both orally and in writing.  Grammar is not a primary 
objective, but rather a means for communication.  An emphasis is placed on exposing students to 
other cultures in order to help them develop international mindedness. 

Excellence and pleasure in this second language is fostered outside the Language B classroom.  
Students at the high school level have the opportunity to join the Spanish Club as well as the 
International Club.  Here they can converse with native speakers and learn more about life outside 
of their world.  Students can also participate in a Global Trade Mission in partnership with our 
Intermediate School District which utilizes area business contacts and speakers as well as 
international contacts. Both Middle School and High School Spanish students can travel to Costa 
Rica in June to study their second language and enjoy life in another part of the world. 

Oxford Community Schools also opened an American High School in China.  Our students will have 
the opportunity to study for one semester or one year at our international high school in China. 

For all Diploma Programme candidates, the Theory of Knowledge capstone course recognizes 
language as a Way of Knowing, or a way by which we acquire knowledge. As students begin to 
investigate how language has impacted the acquisition of knowledge, they will develop an 



awareness language as: a tool for gaining knowledge, a set of symbols by which we construct 
meaning, something that is "value laden" and that it can impact our perception of reality. 

Oxford Community Schools can offer a Virtual Program to students in grades 1 through 12 for 
students who come into our program from outside our district.  Oxford Virtual Foreign Exchange 
Program provides the opportunity for students to become virtual foreign exchange students for a 
semester or a year without leaving home or giving up other opportunities.  We also have a sister 
school agreement with the Northeast Yucai School of Shenyang, China.  We are also currently 
planning for a sister school in Mexico City.  This type of commitment to international exchange and 
collaboration is an integral part of our global vision for the future. 

Language Policy Review Process 

This policy has been created using IB support materials, district data and input from stakeholders 
in the IB learning community.  It is an ongoing process that will be evaluated every two years by the 
IB faculty, coordinators and administration.   

 

 

 

 


